﻿Informational Essay

Pencils Abound!

Introduction

Let’s get straight to the point.  Pencils.  Invented long ago.  Evolved since then.  Fighting with technology, hoping to survive.  How many times a day do you pick up a pencil?  Most likely you haven’t thought about it before now!  Think about it now,  see?  The number is most likely high.  Learn fun facts, history, evolution, and interaction here.  This piece has information on the evolution and future of pencils, as well as some bad puns, and fun facts!

How Were Pencils Invented and How Have They Evolved?

Did you know that pencils date back all the way to the Roman Empire?  Well, they do.  In the Roman Empire, they had a device called a stylus.  Nowadays, you see styluses in a lot of places, for example; the new iPads.  These styluses wrote on wax tablets back in Rome’s times (Dictionary.com “Number 2 Pencils”).  These styluses were used for a long time, and eventually made their way out of Italy.  It’s hard to say when exactly the pencil (or “little tail” in Latin) was invented, but facts can tell you exactly when some of the early forms of pencils came out.  In 1564, graphite was first discovered.  No one realized the importance of it at first.  98 years later, in 1662, the Germans realized graphite could be used to make etches on paper!  So, they made graphite into sticks they could hold and use to write on paper.  Soon after, the Italians realize that putting wood around the graphite helped because the graphite would smudge on their fingers.  Let’s now zoom ahead to about the 1850’s.  This is when people sarted mass-producing pencils.  However,  at this time, pencils were considered an item that only the rich and powerful could offord!   (Timeline from Pencils.com “Pencil history”)  Also, the reason pencils are yellow is that most of the graphite in the 1800s was in China.  Western pencil producers wanted the customers to know that the pencils had high-quality lead, so they painted the pencils the same color as Chinese royalty. (Reader's Digest)


What Is The Interaction Between Pencils and Technology

Pencils have an interaction; with technology!  These two battle each other to be the number 1  writing instrument (no pun intended!).  Would you like insider knowledge on the battle?  You would!?  Great!   Okay, let’s get started.  The computers are becoming very popular.  The author is using one to write this!  4.4 million chromebooks were sold from January 2017 to November 2017.  Based on the data, a prediction that between ⅛ and ⅝ of the sold laptops were for school purposes.  In 2010, the company that mass-produces pencils known as Faber-Castell’s sales raised by 6% and continue to grow.  Based on the data, it can be assumed that it is very close, but pencils are in the lead!  (get the point?)  (The Economist).   
Now, let’s talk about using computers for taking S.A.T.s vs using pencil and paper.  According to a 2013 (not as old and irrelevant as it sounds) survey, the majority of kids feel that taking the test on pencil and paper is better.  81% to be exact!  These high schoolers say two notable things; the first is that there tend to be a lot of technical difficulties, and so they avoid taking the tests online for this reason.  The other reason that came up a lot was that showing work online was extremely difficult, and most would agree.  (USA Today 2013).

Fun Fact: Why Do We Use #2 Pencils on Tests?

The number on the side of the pencil determines the thickness of the lead.  #1 is the softest, #4 is the thickest.  The #1, being so soft, easily smudges so that’s not exactly great for test taking.  3 and 4 on the other hand, their lead was way too hard for the early grading machines.  What’s left?  The number 2!  (Source: Dictionary.com)  One thing should be noted: that there is no actual lead in pencil lead!

Conclusion

Oh, and just remember one thing: the next time you ask someone “Can I borrow your pencil?”, just remember to return it.  Because in England when graphite was first discovered, it was very valuable and stealing some could earn you 7 years in prison.  And pencils are the write way to go, always!  Last thing needing a mention: this piece has too many bad puns.  If you spotted all 5, you are a very close reader!  And there you go, the history, evolution, and the interaction of pencils!  Hopefully, it won’t be erased from your memory.
